
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Bosworth Community Forum held 

at Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre, Sutton Cheney 
Thursday, 20th October 2011 

 
Present 

 
Cllr Kevin Morrell (Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council/ 

Sheepy Parish Council) – in the Chair 
 

In attendance 
 
Cllr Jim Aldridge Sheepy Parish Council 
Eileen Baker Sheepy Village Hall 
Nigel Bartram MIRA 
Mavis Bassett Sheepy Parish Council 
Cllr G P Betts Market Bosworth Parish Council 
Glyn Bowen Resident 
Ruth Camamile CC Leicestershire County Council 
Cllr Tina Chastney Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council 
Cllr Maureen Cook Fenny Drayton Parish Council 
Cllr Pat Crane Desford Parish Council 
Cllr Bill Crooks Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council 
Rob Dyson Resident 
Fay Findley Resident 
Cllr Andrew Gough Sheepy Parish Council 
Christine Gough Resident 
Andy MacDonald Development Director, MIRA 
Cllr Brian May Sheepy Parish Council 
Cllr Ian Papworth Sheepy Parish Council 
Mr C J Peat Carlton Parish Council 
Cllr V Rollins Peckleton Parish Council 
Cllr B Sutton Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council 
Cllr R M Symonds Market Bosworth Parish Council 
Jackie White Clockwise Credit Union 
Cllr Reg Wood Stoke Golding Parish Council 
Maggie Pankhurst    Resident 
 
Partner Agencies 
 
Lucy Ball Rural Community Council 
PCSO Mike Chapman Leicestershire Police 
 
Officers 
 
Ben Smith Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council 
Sabrina Malik Communities & Places Manager, Leicestershire 

County Council 
Helen Harris Communities & Places Manager, Leicestershire 
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County Council 
Matthew Kempson Rural Partnerships Manager, Leicestershire 

County Council 
Nicola Lees Communities & Places Officer, Leicestershire 

County Council 
Nic Rowe Technical Services Manager, Environment and 

Transport, Leicestershire County Council 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr M Brotherhood, Barlestone 
Parish Council, Pauline Cuttress, PC Sean Hannigan, Steve Kelly, Michelle 
Nelson, Ivan Ould CC, Leicestershire County Council and Sarah Roberts, 
Sutton Cheney Parish Council. 
 
91. Welcome and Introductions 
 
 Cllr Morrell welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
 
92. Minutes 
 
 The minutes of the meetings held on 8 March 2011, having previously 

been circulated, were agreed as a correct record. 
 

Further to Minute 86 of the March meeting, Cllr Jim Aldridge provided an 
update on the BOTAT in Sheepy Parish which had now had its full length 
bricked up with a stone surface, together with improved drainage. He 
thanked both the County Council and the Parish Council for the work 
they had undertaken to improve it. 

 
93. Declarations of Interest 
 
 The Chairman invited those who wished to do so to declare any interests 

in respect of items on the agenda. 
 
 No declarations were made. 

 
94. Feedback 

 
i) Green Spaces Update 

 
Helen Harris of Leicestershire County Council provided a 
presentation which provided an update on the Forum’s results from 
the Green Spaces consultation held previously, which was already 
providing valuable information to inform possible future designations 
of green spaces in the area.  
 
It was noted that a total of 114 green spaces had been listed as 
being valued within the Forum area, including 89 at the meeting and 
25 arising from the online consultation. This compared with 115 on 
average in each of the other Forum areas within the County. 
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A report was being prepared for the Forum area which would 
combine both the online and Forum meeting results, and which 
would be available later in the autumn. 
 

ii) Community Centres, Village Halls and the Big Society 
 

Nicola Lees, Community and Places Officer for Hinckley and 
Bosworth, Leicestershire County Council, provided feedback from 
table discussions from the recent Community Centres, Village Halls 
and Big Society meeting which had been held to better understand 
local community needs and to provide potential funding avenues to 
village halls and community centres. A copy of the feedback sheet 
provided at the meeting is filed with these minutes. 
 
Arising from the Funding Toolkit Session held, Nicola requested that 
any queries regarding funding requests for village amenities be 
directed to her and that she would contact the appropriate 
organisation to assist in progressing matters. 
 

95. Police Update 
 
Sergeant Mike Chapman provided an update on local policing issues 
and the Forum noted the following statistics for the area: 

 
Overall crime   down by 7.9% on this time last year. 
Burglaries from dwellings: down by 25% 
Vehicle crime:   down by 7.7% 
Violent crime:    down by 17% 
Criminal damage:  down by 20% 
Robbery   down 7.1% 
 
It was reported that both Facebook and Twitter pages had now been 
created as a way of engaging with the public and that a new number for 
contacting the police on matters less urgent than 999 had been created, 
which was 101, for example: 
 

• If your car had been stolen; 
• Property damage; 
• Suspecting drug dealing or use; 
• Reporting minor traffic collisions; 
• Providing police with information about crime in your area; and 
• Wishing to speak to a local police officer. 

 
Sergeant Chapman also reported the following local initiatives that were 
currently taking place:- 
 

• With the onset of frost, officers would be visible around the 
villages early morning in order to detect/deter thieves who may be 
tempted to steal cars which were left running on driveways to 
remove ice from car windscreens etc; 
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• Close working with BT and other agencies, together with local 
scrap yards in order to reduce metal thefts and restrict the 
number of places at which stolen metals could be traded; 

 
• Work started in setting up a Countryside Watch scheme from 

Bosworth Police Station in March would continue. Already 70 rural 
businesses and farms had signed up to participate. As part of this 
initiative, Countryside Watch signage and selective DNA – a 
special waterproof paint detectable back to the owners, had been 
provided to businesses at a charge of £30 which covered the 
police’s costs of purchasing the materials 

 
96. Question Time 
 
 The Chairman encouraged people to complete the question cards which 

had been circulated at the start of the meeting – questions could be 
tabled immediately or submitted later in the evening for a written 
response. 
 

 The following question was put: 
 
 Question / response Submitted by 

 
Question to  

1. Why has the Leicestershire Round walk 
been closed at Shackerstone Station? 
Work is being undertaken on the bridge 
and an alternative route has not been 
provided to what is a key recreational 
footpath. 
 

C J Peat Leicestershire 
County Council 

 
A full answer would be sought to Mr Peat’s question, a copy of which is 
attached below. 

 
[The Bosworth Battleline Railway Site has had to close the footbridge at 
Shackerstone Station (as of Sept 2011) pending a structural survey and so 
there is no access to the station from the Orange Hill Plantation (Station 
Wood) side of the railway. The footpath is therefore diverted along Barton 
Lane, but still passes the front doors of the station. 
 
http://homepage.ntlworld.com/candj_simmons/HowToFindUs.HTM] 
 
County Council response: Whilst carrying out some routine maintenance 
works to the footbridge, representatives of Shackerstone Railway Society 
removed toe boards at the base of the parapet fence which revealed 
significant corrosion to the metal structure.  This raised concerns over the 
potential safety of members of the public while using the facility, as a 
consequence of which the Railway Society requested the County Council to 
suspend public access over the footbridge on the grounds of public safety.  
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The footpath has been subject to a short Temporary Emergency Closure to 
allow time for one of the Council’s Structural Engineers to examine the bridge. 
 
The County Council’s Structural Engineer concurred that substantial corrosion 
has taken place which effectively weakens the bridge.  A further problem is 
the depth of surfacing across the bridge, which is adding substantial load on 
to the bridge.  He did, therefore, express concerns over the potential safety of 
users of the footbridge and recommended that it should remain closed until 
appropriate repairs are able to be carried out.  The Authority will now be 
preparing a Temporary Diversion Order under the provisions of Section 14 of 
the Road Traffic Regulation Act, 1984, which will have the effect of 
suspending public rights over the footbridge for a period not exceeding six 
months.   
 
The County Council will be working with the Railway Society and adjoining 
landowners in an effort to achieve a more commodious alternative route for 
use during the period of closure.  Since this is likely to affect land outside the 
Railway Society’s control, however, I am sure you will appreciate that its 
implementation is dependant upon the co-operation of the various parties. 
 
The County Council appreciates that this particular section of footpath S68 
forms an important part of the public rights of way network in this area.  
However, the closure is based upon genuine concerns for the safety of the 
public, and will keep the relevant people informed of significant developments. 
 
97. Community Forum Budgets 2011 

 
Sabrina Malik, Communities and Places Manager at Leicestershire 
County Council, gave a presentation on the arrangements for the 2011 
Community Forum Budget process clink link to view presentation 
http://www.leicestershireforums.org/uploads/314e9d841c398eb7349851
77.pdf.  

 
Arising from the presentation, the following points were noted: 

 
i) The Forum area had been allocated a budget of £12,500, reflective 

of its population size.    
 
ii) Project proposals were still being sought and the deadline for 

submission of proposals was 24 October 2011. Proposals received 
would be published on the Community Forum website and 
members of the public could view and comment on these from 24 
October; 
 

iii) The £12,500 budget, once allocated to projects, would need to be 
spent by 30 June 2012; 

 
iv) The next round of Community Forum Budgets will take place in 

June/July 2012 and details of this will be made available at the next 
round of forums in March 2012. 
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v) There was also a separate Big Society Grant Fund available from 
the County Council which totalled £340,000. 

 
98. Flood Risk Management Strategy 
 

Nic Rowe, Technical Services Manager within the Environment and 
Transport Department at Leicestershire County Council, gave a 
presentation on the County Flood Risk Management Strategy, a copy of 
which is attached to these minutes. 
 
It was noted that the County Council now had overall responsibility for 
dealing with flooding and co-ordinating with other bodies and 
organisations (e.g. district and parish councils, the police and fire and 
rescue services) in emergencies.  The Council was therefore currently 
engaged in work to understand more about flood risk areas across the 
County, assessing its implications in each area, building a record of 
those areas that had been flooded in the past and gathering information 
on how best to mitigate this in future. 

 
An online consultation would be launched shortly via 
www.leics.gov.uk/flooding and residents were encouraged to take part in 
this and provide as much information as possible on local flooding 
issues.   

 
For further information about flooding, Forum members and residents 
were encouraged to visit: www.localresilienceforum.org.uk. 
 
It was noted during discussion that Sheepy Magna, Bardon and 
Ravenstone were raised by residents as particular areas of flooding 
concern. 
 

99. Improving Broadband Connectivity in Leicestershire 
 
Matthew Kempson, Community and Places Officer, Leicestershire 
County Council provided details of a Government scheme to improve 
broadband connectivity across the UK through the allocation of £530m to 
improve connectivity in priority locations across the UK by 2015.  The 
aim was to deliver super-fast connectivity to 90% of the population 
(approximately 20Mbit/s) and 2Mbit/s within the final 10%.   
 
It was noted that £3.1m had been allocated to Leicester and 
Leicestershire by the Government and another £3.1m would need to be 
secured as match funding from the public sector locally. Opportunities for 
match funding were being explored through the European Regional 
Development Fund, local authorities, social impact bond, parish councils, 
New Homes Bonus, and community shares.  
 
Those two sums would represent the public sector’s contribution to the 
provision of high speed broadband in Leicestershire and suppliers would 
be expected to match that £6.2m.  
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It was also noted that the local County Councillor, Byron Rhodes, was 
the County Council’s Broadband Champion and that Matthew would be 
meeting during the next week to discuss how broadband connectivity 
could be improved within the Borough with the Chief Executive of 
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council. 
 
Matthew encouraged Forum members and residents to think about any 
issues they had when it came to broadband prior to the sharing and input 
session to take place later in the meeting [see Minute 101 below]. 
 

100. MIRA Technology Park 
 
Andy MacDonald, Development Director of MIRA provided a 
presentation which outlined proposals for the new MIRA Technology 
Park masterplan in response to the need for a larger technology park 
and the upgrade and renewal of the existing MIRA engineering facilities.  
 
Andy reported that the new development would include the following: 
 

i) New and improved access from the A5 with an additional MIRA 
entrance, an upgrade to the existing entrance and bike, bus and car 
share schemes to reduce traffic impact; 

 
ii) Much of the landscaping of the campus style development would 

use wildlife and ecology. Following a comprehensive flood risk 
assessment and drainage solution, facilities had been identifed 
which would be able to accommodate a 100 year storm (with 20% 
additional capacity in order to mitigate against any future climate 
change) through the use of rainwater harvesting, sculpting swales 
and dry ditches which would reduce the amount of output following 
heavy rainfall and flooding than at present; 

 
iii) Significant employment opportunities (an estimated 2000 jobs) 

would be provided within the local area (half directly through MIRA 
and half through temporary construction jobs and other permanent 
amenities such as the building of a cafeteria, health club and hotel 
within the MIRA grounds, designed to reduce the amount of time 
workers and visitors spent off site and using local roads 

 
The Chairman thanked Andy for his informative presentation. 
 

101. Broadband – Sharing and Input Session 
 

Forum members and residents completed feedback forms to which 
captured issues that faced local businesses and homes within the 
community regarding broadband connectivity within the area. Nicola 
Lees also offered to email this to attendees so that they could ask others 
who were unable to attend to put forward their views.  
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Matthew Kempson thanked everyone for their input and collected the 
feedback provided, an update of which would be made available at the 
next Forum meeting. 
 

102. Close 
 

It was suggested that an agenda item for the next meeting should be: 
 

• Clockwise Credit Union 
 

Cllr Morrel closed the meeting and thanked everybody for their 
attendance. 

 
 
 
 
7.00 – 9.05 pm 
20/10/11 


