
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Bosworth Community Forum held 

at Bosworth Battlefield Visitor Centre 
on Thursday 18 November 2010 

 
Present 

 
Cllr Morrell (Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council/ 

Sheepy Parish Council) – in the Chair 
 

In attendance 
 
Marjorie Bowles Witherley Parish Council 
Mike Bowles Witherley Parish Council 
Shane Budby Elohim Church 
Tina Chastney Resident 
John Cooke Resident 
Ruth Camamile CC Leicestershire County Council 
Bob Cosnett Resident 
Derek Crane Barlestone Parish Council 
Pat Crane Desford Parish Council 
Rob Dyson Resident  
Claire Evans Cadeby Parish Council 
Lynne Eveson  Elohim Church 
Judy Handford Dial-a-Ride 
Sue Hewitt Twycross Parish Council 
Paul Hoyland Resident  
Steve Kelly Resident 
Zoe Maple Higham on the Hill Parish Council 
Ivan Ould CC Leicestershire County Council 
Steve Packer Resident  
Roger Payne Osbaston Parish Council 
Stan Pitt Peckleton Parish Council 
Lorraine Richardson Resident  
Tim Richardson Resident  
Sarah Roberts Sutton Cheney Parish Council 
Vic Rollins Peckleton Parish Council 
Bill Sharp Carlton Parish Council 
Lindsey Short Dial-a-Ride 
Cllr Brian Sutton Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council  
Sarah Sykes Twycross Parish Council 
Reg Wood Stoke Golding Parish Council 
 
Partner Agencies 
 
PC Sean Hannigan Leicestershire Police 
Joan Jordan Leicestershire Police 
Steve Jordan Leicestershire Police 
Heather Norgrove Commercial Director, George Elliot Hospital 
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Jane Reed Rural Community Council/Community Action 
Sgt Nick Timms Leicestershire Police 
 
Officers 
 
Mike Brymer Chief Officer, Business, Contract and Street 

Scene Services, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough 
Council  

Edwina Grant Strategic and Community Planning, Hinckley and 
Bosworth Borough Council 

Helen Harris Team Leader – Better Places, Leicestershire 
County Council  

Beverley Ireland Committee Officer, Leicestershire County Council 
Alex Lea Research Manager, Leicestershire County 

Council  
Sabrina Malik Community Engagement Manager, Leicestershire 

County Council 
Juan Pardo Community Engagement Officer, Leicestershire 

County Council 
Nicole Rickard Team Leader – Policy & Partnerships, 

Leicestershire County Council  
Simon Wood Head of Planning, Hinckley and Bosworth 

Borough Council  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Jim Aldridge (Sheepy Parish 
Council), Mavis Basset (Clerk, Sheepy Parish Council), Michael Brotherhood 
(Barlestone Parish Council), Andrew Gough (Sheepy Parish Council) and 
David Treddinick (MP for Bosworth Constituency). 
 
66. Welcome and Introductions 
 
 Cllr Morrell welcomed everyone to the meeting.  He commented that the 

political landscape had changed significantly since the Forum last met, 
adding an additional degree of challenge to some of the items on the 
agenda. 

 
 Cllr Morrell also drew members’ attention to the questionnaire on social 

networks that Alex Lea was hoping members would agree to complete 
as part of a research project being undertaken with the Royal Society of 
Arts. 

 
67. Minutes 
 
 The minutes of the meeting held on 11 March 2010, having previously 

been circulated, were agreed as a correct record. 
 
68. Declarations of Interest 
 
 The Chairman invited those who wished to do so to declare any interests 

in respect of items on the agenda. 
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 No declarations were made. 
 
69. Change to the order of business 
  
 Cllr Morrell sought and obtained the Forum’s permission to vary the 

order of business from that on the agenda. 
 
70. Waste Collection and Recycling 
 
 Mike Brymer, the Chief Officer, Business, Contract and Street Scene 

Services, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council reported on the 
outcomes of a recent review of the Council’s waste collection services.  
He announced that, following the feedback received from members of 
the public, there would be a number of changes to the service, with effect 
from 17 January 2011. 

 
• The range of materials collected kerbside for recycling would be 

extended to include drinks cartons and batteries. 
• The orange recycling bag was being dropped and stronger 

versions of the blue recycling bag would be introduced. 
• Smaller properties would be given stackable boxes (including a 

blue one, replacing the blue bag for those households). 
• Waste would now be collected on a 5 day a week cycle, and bank 

holiday Mondays would be treated as a normal collection day 
(there would be no collections on Christmas Day, Boxing Day or 
New Year’s Day). 

• The collection routes would be revised to try and ensure that all 
properties in any village had their bins collected on the same day. 

• The Council had entered into a single contract for recycling, so 
only one vehicle would now make those collections and Hinckley 
and Bosworth Borough Council vehicles would collect the brown 
and black bins.  (The vehicles would be ‘colour-coded’: green 
lorries collecting green waste; blue collecting the recycling; and 
white collecting the general household waste). 

 
It was noted that a service booklet would be issued in the first 2 weeks 
of December describing the changes and containing personalised 
calendars.  The information would also be posted on the Council’s 
website. 
 
Mike reported that the Borough’s current recycling rate was 49%: the 
target to be reached by 31 March 2011 was 50%. 
 
Arising from discussion the following points were noted: 
 

• The changes would result in significant savings in the cost of 
the waste collection service. 

• Some of the black bin waste went to landfill and some was 
incinerated at a plant near Coventry.  Green waste was 
composted on local farms and it was hoped that the compost 
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would be made available to sell to residents.  Materials for 
recycling went to a number of outlets depending on the price 
offered.   

• The monies from the Leicestershire County Council recycling 
credits scheme and income from selling materials for recycling 
amounted to c. 30% of the cost of the collection service.  In 
view of the escalating landfill tax this represented increasing 
savings to the Council Tax payer going forward. 

• The plastic recycling bins were recycled themselves when they 
reached the end of their useful life. 

 
71. Participatory Budgeting Projects update 
 
 The Forum received updates from representatives of two projects it had 

voted to support through the Participatory Budget process. 
 

Elohim Church 
Lynne Eveson and Shane Budby thanked the Forum for its support and 
explained how their project had benefited from the democratic process 
that had resulted in the funding.  It had been particularly pleasing to 
see the three tiers of local government working together for support the 
community. 
 
The project had cost over £65,000 in total and had transformed a 
derelict pub into a vibrant community centre.  The whole community 
had come together to complete the work, with young people learning 
practical skills from older residents.  The Centre was now the base for 
a number of community projects, such as a youth café, after-school 
drop in clubs; lunchtime clubs in schools and a mini-bus taking older 
people to the supermarket.   
 
They were particularly proud to have participated in a crime prevention 
programme with the police and other partners, which had resulted in a 
decrease in crime in the three villages targeted. 
 
Community Transport 
Lindsey Short explained that the Hinckley and Bosworth Community 
Transport was a very small charity that had been in existence for 20 
years.  The Participatory Budget funding had enabled them to work 
with Age Concern Hinckley and Bosworth on a rural access scheme to 
reach out to isolated elderly and disabled people, making use of 
existing structures to identify and support them. 
 
As a result they had been able to identify and use a number of 
networks to advertise their services, such as: Parish clerks, libraries, 
Voluntary Action Leicestershire, existing newsletters and village 
publications and local events.  This had produced 13 enquiries about 
benefits, resulting in several successful claims for attendance 
allowance and 11 new users signed up for the Dial-a-Ride scheme in 
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rural areas.  As well as these successes, there had been healthy eating 
talks and cookery demonstrations held with church and other groups. 
 
Lindsey was pleased to report that Age Concern Hinckley and 
Bosworth had secured funding from a number of sources for the next 
few years to continue the work that the Participatory Budget funding 
had enabled them to kick start. 
 
The Forum thanked the Lynne, Shane and Lindsey for their 
presentations and for the work of their organisations to reach out to and 
help people in the community. 
 

72. Big Conversations, Big Society 
 

Nicole Rickard, Policy and Partnerships Team Leader, Leicestershire 
County Council, gave a presentation on Building a Big Society, a copy 
of which is filed with these minutes.  Nicole explained that Voluntary 
Action LeicesterShire (VAL) and Leicestershire Together were asking 
for residents’ views about the Big Society. 
 
This was followed by an interactive session in which Forum members 
discussed in small groups the following suggested aspirations for 
building a Big Society: 
 

• Everyone is involved in their community 
• Everyone has opportunities to influence decisions that affect 

them 
• Local people are able to shape and deliver public services 
• People and organisations work together to build the Big Society. 

 
Members were asked to consider these statements: for example; were 
they worthwhile?  If not, what else might be suggested?  What really 
needed to happen, or to change, to help communities make the Big 
Society a reality? 
 
It was noted that these discussions were taking place at 6 Community 
Forums and at other events across the County organised by VAL.  A 
report on all the responses would be submitted to the Government by 
Leicestershire Together and would also be brought to each of the 
participating Forums. 
 
NOTED: 
 
That a report on the Big Society discussions which had taken place 
would be brought to a future meeting of the Forum. 
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73. Local Development Framework (LDF) 
 
 Simon Wood, Head of Planning, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough 

Council, reported that the Council was now looking at two main areas: 
Hinckley Town Centre Action Plan, which would be subject to public 
examination starting 14 December; and Earl Shilton and Barwell Area 
Action Plan, designed to reinvigorate both population centres and 
provide additional infrastructure as well as housing. 

 
 Following the change in national Government, the Site Allocations and 

the Gypsy/Traveller Sites Documents had been separated out and 
further work would need to be done on both. 

 
 It was noted that the planning process was currently in a state of flux, 

with further information expected to emerge during the passage of the 
Localism Bill, which had been published today. 

 
Arising from discussion the following points were noted: 
 

• There were considerable local concerns regarding flooding, 
which occurred at several points within the Forum area and 
which it was feared would be worsened by run off from any 
significant development at Barwell. 

• The availability of school places should be taken into account. 
• The success at appeal of developers previously turned down by 

the Borough Council was causing a lot of local frustration.  The 
Borough Council would continue to defend its position at any 
such appeal. 

• If the plans regarding Earl Shilton and Barwell went ahead, they 
would supply the bulk of the housing need identified in the 5-
year plan and therefore protect other settlements from 
development. 

• Simon was keen to continue his visits to Parish Council 
meetings to discuss planning issues and hoped to be able to 
respond positively to all invites, provided he was given sufficient 
notice. 

• Increased facilities for any settlement were only likely to be 
attracted if the settlement was growing. 

 
AGREED: 
 
That the update on the current position regarding the LDF be noted. 

 
74. Update on George Elliot Hospital 
 

Heather Norgrove, the Commercial Director, reported on the following: 
 

• Application for Foundation Trust Status: the process would begin 
in March 2011 and would hopefully conclude in March 2012. 



 

 7

• A new Urgent Care Service would begin in January 2011.  There 
would be 5 additional A&E consultants, supported by Urgent 
Care physicians. 

• All staff had undergone customer care training. 
• The focus for the coming year would be on patient safety and 

improving the patient experience and the effectiveness of care 
given.  

• The George Elliot provided services to Hinckley Hospital and 
orthopaedic surgery and upper GI endoscopy services to several 
Leicestershire hospitals. 

• The standards of care in Urology and Breast Cancer services 
were such that they would not be subject to inspection for the 
next 2 years. 

 
In response to a question Heather explained that the bulk of patient 
records were now stored electronically and followed the patient.  When 
a patient was discharged from the George Elliot Hospital, a discharge 
letter was sent to their GP within an hour, and from January the same 
system would allow a letter to be sent to the relevant Outpatients clinic 
to ensure follow-up appointments were made.  X-rays were now stored 
electronically, allowing instant access for the relevant health 
professionals, including GPs. 
 

75. Question Time 
 
 The Chairman encouraged people to complete the question cards 

which had been circulated at the start of the meeting – questions could 
be tabled immediately or submitted later in the evening for a written 
response. 

 
 The following questions were put: 
 
 Question / response Submitted by 

 
Question to  

1. As this forum is so successful, please 
could the frequency be increased to at 
least 3 times per year?  Thank you 

Ivan Ould Leicestershire 
County 
Council  
 

2. Market Bosworth had a Community 
College.  Central/Local Government rules 
now prevent this building and amenities 
being used by the community, to whom it 
partly belongs.   
How do we get it back? 
 

Tim 
Richardson 

Leicestershire 
County 
Council 
 

3. Planning 
Can we get back to the system that 
officers advise and  Elected Councillors 
decide. 

Stan Pitt Leicestershire 
County 
Council/ 
Hinckley and 
Bosworth 
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Borough 
Council  

4. Why does it take so long to receive a 
reply to Ratcliffe Culeys request for a grit 
bin.  Originating 8 months ago and still no 
response.  Witherley Parish Council 
would be prepared to pay for it and fill 
same. 

M Bowles Leicestershire 
County 
Council 

5. Can we at this stage request that 
Leicestershire County Council extend 
gritting and salting of at least one road 
entering or leaving Kirkby Mallory.  
Suggest Bosworth Rd which connects the 
village to A447. 
 

Stan Pitt Leicestershire 
County 
Council 

6. Gritting 
Why not between Kirkby Mallory and 
A447 particularly with one of the few 
steep  hills. Doesn’t appear to make 
sense. 

Rob Dyson Leicestershire 
County 
Council  

 
The following responses were given during the meeting: 
 
Question 1 
The Chairman put the request to the Forum. 
 
AGREED: 
 
That the Forum will now meet 3 times a year. 
 
Question 2 
Mr I D Ould CC, the Lead Member for Children and Young People, 
Leicestershire County Council, explained that recent governments of all 
political persuasions had acted to extend schools’ autonomy from local 
authority control.  The responsibility for deciding what schools do, 
including in relation to their communities, lay with the school governing 
bodies.  The Local Authority could not direct them to carry out particular 
functions or allow certain groups to use its premises, all it could do was 
write to the school governors to raise its concerns.   
   
There was currently a vacancy on the School Governing Body for 
Market Bosworth High School, and applications would be welcomed.  
  
It was noted that the new coalition government had given schools the 
right to apply to become Academies – a status that would give them the 
free use of the building and land on a 125 year lease.   
 
Questions 4, 5 and 6 
The map contained in the leaflet was the definitive map for routes to be 
salted/gritted for winter 2010/11.  The routes would, however, be 
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refined if necessary.  It was reported that the scrutiny function at 
Leicestershire County Council had recently conducted a Scrutiny 
Review Panel on Winter Maintenance. 
 
Mrs R Camamile CC reported that she had served on the Review 
Panel.  She explained that they had had to be very strict in reviewing 
the criteria for gritting.  The County Council was responsible for 
thousands of miles of road and had to be stringent in setting its policy 
and avoid setting precedents.  The Council had spent more this year on 
grit than in previous years and was helping parishes with snow 
wardens and grit bins.  If parishes were experiencing difficulties 
accessing that support, they should contact their County Councillor for 
assistance. 
 
It was noted that the Kirkby Mallory road was in poor condition: as 
Cadeby Quarry intended to construct a tunnel under the road, it was 
reported that it was not intended to carry out remedial work until that 
had been completed. 

 
76. Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment 
 
 As no-one from NHS Leicestershire County and Rutland had been able 

to attend, it was AGREED not to take this item. 
 
77. Police Update 
 
 Two questions had been submitted before the meeting by Andrew 

Gough, who had been unable to attend.  Sgt Nick Timms provided the 
following responses: 

 
1. The Home Office Police Pledge has been abolished by the new 

Government but I understand that Leicestershire Police will 
continue with some or all of the pledge.  Please can you confirm 
that this is the case? 

 
I can confirm that the Policing Pledge remains valid within 
Leicestershire Constabulary and will continue to be at the heart of our 
service delivery.  It is our view that the principles and promises within 
the Pledge are about ‘doing the right thing’ and about ensuring we 
provide a professional and positive service to the public. 
 
2. What, if anything, will change regarding personal follow up visits by 

the local police to anyone who has reported a crime or incident? 
 
There is no change here.  We tailor our response to each individual 
and as such we negotiate with each caller a response which suits 
them.  Not everyone who has been the victim of crime wants a visit 
from the police and is happy to be given advice over the phone.  For 
each caller we consider the type of crime which has been committed, 
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the impact this has had on the caller and or community and the context 
of the crime which deciding upon the most appropriate response. 
 
Sgt Timms then updated the Forum on local police activity.  He 
reported that Graham Anderson had retired and asked his 
replacement, PC Sean Hannigan, to introduce himself to the Forum. 
 
PC Hannigan reported that he had already made it to several Parish 
Council meetings and hoped that people would be contacting him and 
bringing him their problems.  He had special responsibility for travellers, 
including Costalot.  He finished by saying that he loved doing what he 
did. 
 
Sgt Timms reported that the police presence in the area had been 
improved in recent times (with an additional PCSO, a new vehicle and 
the introduction of mountain bikes for officers).  They were making 
efforts to visit as many Parish Councils as possible.  The main local 
priority was around speeding vehicles in particular villages, which was 
being tackled by a variety of means.  Work was also being done with 
young people to prevent situations arising in which they became or 
were perceived as a nuisance. 
 
The crime statistics for the whole of the Hinckley area (including Market 
Bosworth beat) from April to September, were encouraging, with overall 
crime down by 9%.  There had been particularly large falls in burglary 
from dwellings (29%), burglary other than from dwellings (25%) and 
anti-social behaviour (28%).  However, based on the figures for 2009, it 
was likely that there would be an increase in burglaries from dwellings 
during the months October to December and this was therefore an area 
currently being focused on. 
 
In response to a question, PC Hannigan explained that it was unlikely 
that having officers aimlessly wandering around villages and towns 
would do much to prevent crime.  It was far more effective to have 
targeted patrols, focusing on known offenders, anti-social behaviour 
hotspots, known speeding zones, etc.   Smarter, targeted policing 
would achieve the joint aims of preventing crime, arresting criminals 
and increasing public confidence. 
 
Finally, Sgt. Timms introduced Joan and Steve Jordan, police 
volunteers who opened up the Market Bosworth police station for 2 
hours (10am to noon) every Wednesday to deal with general enquiries 
from the public.  It was noted that Countryside Watch was being 
relaunched from January 2011 and anyone who was interested in 
taking part should talk to Joan and Steve. 
 

76. Date of Next Meeting 
 
 It was noted that the next meeting would be held on Tuesday 8 March 

2011, at 7pm. 
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 Members were asked to pass suggestions for future items and venues 

for future meetings to Sabrina Malik (sabrina.malik@leics.gov.uk). 
 
 Cllr Morrell thanked everyone for their attendance. 
 
 
 
7.00 – 9.10 pm 
18/11/10 
 


